
What Makes for A Good Ontology? 
•  Main Contribution: Avoiding 

reclassification of phenomena 
–  Allows for cognitive and 

computer processing at the 
level of category membership 

•  Good ontologies provide 
universally valid yet specific 
categories 

•  Category membership should 
remain valid 
–  Over time 
–  Between individuals 
–  Across contexts 
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